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For upward of a hundred miles along 
the central coast region of the State 
lies the County of San Luis Obispo. 
It is traversed its entire length by two 
immense mountain ranges—the Santa 


Lucia and the Mount Diablo ranges, 


and between them are great valleys and 
large areas of level land. They are lovely 
valleys, unsurpassed for attractiveness 
of scenery or fertility of the soil. 
There is in San Luis Obispo every- 
thing in her natural productions that 
can be needed or desired by mankind. 
She abounds in cattle upon her thou- 
sand hills; her soil will give back tothe 
farmer or horticulturist bountiful inter- 
est for his labor, in foods and fruits of 
all kinds in abundance ; she is literally 
a land of oil and wine; her hills and 
mountains are yielding up their treas- 
ures of gold, silver, onyx, copper, coal, 
eranite, iron, and not least of all, bitu- 
minous rock, with which to pave our 
streets. The sportsman need not be 
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idle, for game of every kind abounds— 
deer, rabbit, squirrel, dove, quail, and 
even bear for the mighty Nimrod. And 
the disciple of Izaak Walton can find 
plenty of opportunities to indulge in 
his favorite pastime, whether for profit 
or pleasure, for there are trout in the 
brooks, and with a sea coast of one hun- 
dred miles, the most fastidious gour- 
mand can be furnished with delicious 
fish to his taste. The drive on the beach 
at Pismo is fully twenty miles, and a 
ride on this hard, dazzling sand is un- 
equaled in the State; the lover of “ye 
festive clam” can gratify his appetite 
to his heart’s content, for it is the best 
clam beach in the world. 

For many years San Luis Obispo was, 
to use a common phrase, “left out in 
the cold.” She was considered nothing 
better than a grazing county,was dubbed 
a “cow county,’ yet she made the finest 
butter and cheese in the State ; but be- 
fore the railroad reached there freights 
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were high, and so the profits were small. 
Men worked and worked, grew old and 
discouraged, waiting for the relief that 
did not come. At last the iron horse, 
with his shrill scream of warning, came 
rushing into Soledad, San Miguel, El 
Paso de Robles, Templeton, and Santa 
Margarita. At once a new growth was 
stimulated, new towns sprung up, lands 
were taken up and cleared, and what 
was regarded as little better than a des- 
ert five or six years ago is now occupied 
by luxuriant grain fields, fruitful or- 
chards, and beautiful homes that must 
be seen to be appreciated. 

For five years the terminus of the 
Southern Pacific Railroad was at Santa 
Margarita, at the base of the Santa Lu- 
cia Mountains, and about ten miles from 
the city of San Luis Obispo. Its far- 
ther progress was delayed on account of 
the expense and difficulty attending its 
extension for several miles. The Santa 
Lucia Mountains must be crossed, heavy 
erading done, and several very long 
tunnels made, involving an immense 
outlay of time and money: but arrange- 
ments have been made with the South- 
ern Pacific Railroad, and the work is be- 
ing done as rapidly as possible. It is 
a wonderful piece of engineering, and 
when completed will be the most de- 
lightful journey that can be imagined, 
and beyond a doubt will be the favorite 
tourist route, having more varied scenic 
attractions than any road in the State. 

As transportation facilities were so 
long delayed, it is scarcely to be won- 
dered at that the upper Salinas Valley 
is not better known. Had this fertile 
territory been traversed many years be- 
fore by any line of railroad, San Miguel, 
El] Paso de Robles, and the other towns 
in this county, would have had a far 
greater significance than many others 
that have been more fortunate only in 
being easier of access. Notwithstand- 
ing all the drawbacks, there is not a 
young city in this part of the State can 
show such a rapid and_ substantial 
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growth as El] Paso de Robles. It may 
be remarked here that in no other coun- 
ty in the State have the old Spanish — 
names given to locations or towns been 
so well preserved as here.’ They have 
a sweet sound, and lend a peculiar at- - 
tractiveness to the place; and these 
very names perpetuate the memories of 
the pioneers. They are euphonious, 
and convey to the mind the peculiaritiés 
surrounding the locality, whether it be 
natural, historical, or legendary. Thus 
El Paso de Robles is “The Pass of 
Oaks,’ and truly is it so called, for 
this thrifty and prosperous little city 
stands on an oak-crowned knoll, and 
takes in the landscape for sixty miles 
across the rolling lands of the upper 
Salinas Valley. Millions of grand, state- 
ly,and majestic oaks cast their shadows 
upon the sunny fields and hillsides. The 
far-famed Santa Clara Valley has a rep- 
utation for the production of choice 
fruits that cannot be assailed ; but it is 
possible in a few years in any section of 
this marvelously fertile county, where, 
without recourse to irrigation other than 
the natural rainfall, orchards are so prod- 
igal in their fruitage, that this valley 
may become a worthy rival. 

For successful wheat raising it neces- 
sitated large holdings, thereby retard- 
ing, to a great extent. the growth of the 
surrounding towns; and the owners of 
the great E] Paso de Robles grant, and 
other ranchos, would not sell, and the 
would-be settlers were obliged to seek 
homes in the parched valley of the San 
Joaquin. But the days of large hold- 
ings are, fortunately, departing; and 
these ranchos are being subdivided into 
small tracts of five, ten, and twenty 
acres for fruit growing, which will yield 
a far larger return than can ever be 
reaped from the grain field. 

The practical value of this change in 
a commercial way to the city of El Paso 
de Robles is in the fact that, as all these 
fruit industries are tributary to El Paso | 
de Robles, its population must increase, 
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its business in like proportion must im- 
prove, and its future growth is beyond 
a question. It is already the second 
city in wealth and population in the 
county, and in five years, or even less, 
it is bound to take the lead. 

The traveler who may have visited 
this place even six years ago, and have 
seen only a small frame hotel, four or 
_ five small cottages, and a building used 

for a store, composing the town of El 
Paso de Robles, as it had been for 
many years before, would think that 
Aladdin had-surely been here, to see 
the metamorphosis that had taken place 
in so short a time; for the old frame 
shanty that was called a hotel has en- 
tirely disappeared, and in its place a 
magnificent structure of brick and stone, 
equal to any in the country, occupies a 
commanding location. The old bath 
house over the far-famed hot sulphur 
springs has been replaced by a beauti- 
ful structure, that cost $25,000 for its 


erection, where those who need the use 
of its curative waters can find every 
convenience necessary for that purpose. 

There are three immense warehouses, 
aggregating over a quarter of a mile in 
length, and with a storage capacity for 
12,000 tons of wheat; a large ro!ler mill 
of 150 barrels daily capacity, and a fine 
planing mill with all the latest machin- 
ery, also greet the eye. 

Proceeding into the city towards the 
E!] Paso de Robles Hotel, a beautiful 
park 300 feet by 680 feet comes into 
view. It is surrounded by a neat chain 
fence, and has within its enclosure a 
fine variety of ornamental trees, shrubs, 
and flowers, with well laid out walks, 
and in the center an elegantly con- 
structed band-stand, where instrumental 
concerts are given on holidays or occa- 
sions of public festivity. There are two 
bands in the city, one being composed 
entirely of ladies. Brick business build- 
ings in this place are the rule, and not 
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the exception, and they give the city a 
very substantial and prosperous appear- 
ance. Considerable credit is due to 
George R. Adams for the substantial 
character of this place, for at the sale 
he purchased the first two lots that 
were sold, and erected on them a fine 
two-story brick business house, in which 
are the Eagle Pharmacy, Adams & 
Stowell’s office, and otbers. Having 


set the example, others followed in the. 


same line, and the result is that there 
are more brick buildings in FE] Paso de 
Robles than in any other town of like 
age and size in the State. Mr. Adams 
built the street car line running from the 
Depot to the Mud Baths, a distance ot 
two and a half miles. It has not been 
yielding a very large profit, but he keeps 
it going. 

For years Paso de Robles was a small 
trading post, a station, with little else 
than the hot sulphur springs and mud 
baths to recommend it. The surround- 
ings were rough and crude, as most coun- 
try hotels were in early days. It was dif- 
ficult to get there, many weary days of 
staging over rough roads, up hill and 
down dale, fording the creeks and rivers, 
rising to the mountain top only to de- 
scend on the other slope. Jolted and 
tossed from side to side, many a tired, 
sick, and weary invalid suffering from 
rheumatism, gout, or some other disease, 
wished himself home again before arriv- 
ing at his destination. But he must go 
on ; he wanted relief, and the hot sulphur 
waters at Il] Paso de Robles would give 
him the cure he so much needed. The 
stage dropped him at the door of an old 
frame shanty called a hotel, kept by D. 
D. Blackburn and D. W. James, owners 
of the springs and most of the adjoining 
land. There was no sprightly attendant 
to assist the poor invalid into a comforta- 
ble position, no pleasant rooms with all 
convenience, and should he need a little 
ice-water he could take a bucket and go 
to the well and drawit himself. The ac- 
commodations were of the crudest kind, 
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and I don’t know that one could wonder 
at it,as old Mr. Blackburn had been eat- 
en out of house and home by poor inva- 
lids who had been dropped at his door 
without a dollar to pay their way. But 
the old man was an old Virginian, and 
his heart was the biggest part of him. 
So no matter how poor the man was, if 
he was sick he was cared for until his 
health was restored, and he departed to — 
tell others of the wonderful curative 
powers of the hot springs. And so fame 
came to the little hamlet, even before it 
was known it had anything else to 
recommend it. 

The El Paso de Robles hot springs 
are very wonderful, ranking with the 
famous Arkansas hot springs. 

In 1886 a syndicate was formed to put 
land on the market, and to induce immi- 
gration. It bought the Santa Ysabel 
and a portion of the E] Paso de Robles, 
as well as of other grants. They were 
quite successful: thousands of acres 
were sold during the subsequent two 
years. 

Shortly after the syndicate opened in 
Templeton, Messrs. Blackburn Bros. and 
James surveyed the remaining portion 
of the El Paso de Robles Ranch, and 
laid out the city of El Paso de Robles. 
An auction sale was held on November 
17th, 1886, and from that time the growth 
of the city has been steady and substan- 
tial. The population is about two thou- 
sand, and they seem as if they had all 
come to stay. | 

It would take too much space to tell 
of all the work laid out and put through 
by those enterprising men; Blackburn 
and James, EK. A. Stowell, George R. 
Adams, R. M. Shackelford, S. D. Street, 
and others, who have helped to make 
Paso Robles what it is. 

_ With the growth of the city, the neces- 
sity of better hotel accommodations 
became apparent. So Messrs. Black- 
burn & James laid out the magnificent 
hotel, now known as the El Paso de 
Robles Springs Hotel. It was erected 


% 
i 
F 
i 
| 
4 
| 
> 


Through “ the Pass of Oaks.” v 


BATH HOUSE, 


and thrown open to the public in 1891. 
But Mr. Blackburn considered he had 
money enough, and retired from the 
firm, turning his share over to. Mr. D. 
W. James, who is now sole owner of 


this magnificent structure. He is a gen-_ 
erous-hearted, manly man, who believes 


in making people comfortable, and who 
is continually making improvements, 
sparing neither himself or his money. 
He has some of the old Ranch property 
left yet, which isdivided into small tracts 
and town lots, and is being sold so 
rapidly and at such reasonable prices, 
that El Paso de Robles Rancho will 
soon bea thing of the past. Mr. James 
is also sole owner of the famous E] Paso 
de Robles Mineral Springs, with which 
the hotel is combined. This hotel is 
one of the finest in the State, is three 
stories high, and has a frontage of 285 
feet, with an extreme depth of 240 feet. 
Semicircular towers ornament the north 
and south wings, quite an addition to the 
external beauty. A tower rises directly 
over the center of the building, from 


of this is the office. 


which a fine view of the surrounding 
landscape can be obtained. A veranda, 
sixteen feet wide, runs the whole length 
of the front, as well as the north and 
south side, forming a delightful prome- 
nade and a favorite resort of the guests. 

The interior gives a good impression, 
—in fact, everything here impresses one 
favorably. The entrance hall or lobby 
is wide and spacious, and in the center 
Two wide fire- 
places, probably eight feet long, with 
beautiful carved oak mantels and im- 
mense mirrors, stand one each side the 
hall. Two wide stairways lead up from 
the lobby. On the south side of the 
ground floor are the ladies’ billiard- 
room, parlor, and reception-room, all 
large, beautifully finished, and tastefully 
decorated. Flowers are everywhere. 
Books and music scattered about give 
the rooms a home-like appearance not 
usually found ina hotel. There are some 
chambers also in this part of the house, 
—a dozen or twenty perhaps,— which 
are kept for invalids who are too lame 
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to ascend the stairs. In the north end 
are the bar room, men’s billiard rooms, 
card rooms, barber shop, and reading 
room,— so there is comfort here for the 
gentlemen as well as for the ladies. 

Up stairs the halls are wide, and the 
ceilings high. The chambers are all 
large, airy, and daintily furnished. 
There is really not a small room in the 
house, whether suits or single. All this, 
with the nicely appointed dining room, 
good service and well-cooked meals, 
make it a pleasant place to spend a va- 
cation. 

The bath-house is an imposing struct- 
ure, erected at a cost of $25,000, has the 
following dimensions: length, 225 feet ; 
width, 60 feet ; perpendicular height, 65 
feet. The baths are divided into two 
sections, one side being exclusively for 
ladies, the other for gentlemen, 

The temperature of the water ranges 
from 95 to 110 degrees, which medical 
authorities agree upon as the safe and 
proper temperature for bathing. Each 
bathroom is supplied with a steam coil 
or radiator, thus affording the bather 
the privilege of arranging the tempera- 
ture to suit himself. There being a 
physician constantly in attendance at 
the hotel, his directions and counsel 
should invariably be sought for and im- 
plicitly followed. 

Travelers and tourists who have 
visited all the noted mineral sanitariums 
on this continent, unanimously agree 
that this bath-house, in regard to the 
efficacy of baths, the medicinal tonic of 
its waters, in addition to its appoint- 
ments and first-class attendance, stands 
unrivaled. 

These baths are free to all hotel 
guests only. 

Here are a few facts concerning E1 
Paso de Robles, as gleaned from the 
books of City Clerk S. P. Stephens: 


The total assessed valuation for the fis-. 


cal year 1892-93 was $788,000, of which 
amount $250,000 was the value placed 
on personal property. There are six 
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stores dealing in general merchandise. 
There are three tinand plumbing shops, 
two hardware and agricultural imple- 
ment stores, three drug stores, four gro- 
ceries, four blacksmith shops, a lumber 
yard, carriage and wagon repository, 
and two brickyards. 

El] Paso de Robles boasts of three 
good weekly newspapers, and all appear 
prosperous. The Leader was the pio- 
neer in the field, and is owned by H. G. 
Wright. This paper has taken a front 
place in all matters pertaining to the 
prosperity of the city. The 4/oon came 
next, and is edited by A. D. King. The 
Ludependent is the latest candidate for 
popular favor. It is owned and edited — 
by Charles H. Arnold, and is a bright 
and interesting sheet. 

The total tax levy of the current fiscal 
year was $4,455, and the delinquency is 
but a fraction over $100. In street im- 
provemements, such as grading, macad- 
amizing and the like, there has been 
expended during the current year $2,- 
700 on about three miles of streets. 

There are somewhat in excess ot two 
hundred residences, some of which are 
very attractive and well built; notably 
those of Mr. E. A. Stowell, Mr. R. M. 
Shackelford, and Dr. Somersett Robin- 
son, views of which appear herewith. 

Mr..E. A. Stowell’s residence is beau- 
tifully situated on rising ground at the 
base of the hill, from which a com- 
manding view can be had of the city 
and surrounding country. It is a sub- 
stantial house, with pleasant surround- 
ings, and there is an air of comfort about 
it that makes it peculiarly attractive. 
Mr. Stowell comes of a sturdy New Eng- 
land stock, and for some time he fol- 
lowed the sea, has had considerable trav- 
eling experience, and a peep into his 
cosy dwelling will reveal that fact, as 
almost everything there is of a nautical 
description. It is ornamented with cu- 
rios from all parts of the world. Mr. 
Stowell is a genuine sailor, with a jolly 
face, rolling gait, and careless dress. 
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He has identified himself with El Paso 
de Robles, has spent his money, given 
his. energy, and has done many good 
deeds for the general welfare of the 
community. And he will do more, as 
by nature he is generous and open- 
hearted, always thinking of others’ good 
more than his own. He is the owner 
of the large brick building on the cor- 
ner of Twelfth and Pine streets, in 
which is located the Alexander Hotel— 
not quite so pretentious as the Hotel E] 
Paso de Robles, it is true, but which is 
none the less a very comfortable place. 
The furnishings are bright and pleasant, 
and the house commodious ; the rooms 
are large and well ventilated, and the 
best sanitary appliances are in use; the 
table and service are good ; it is fitted 
up with every modern convenience, and 
altogether it is a very desirable place to 
stop at. 

Doctor Somersett Robinson is a re- 
tired army surgeon, who having abun- 
dant wealth and having suffered for 


years from rheumatic gout, made up his | 


mind that life was not worth living unless 
he had health as well. So he got out a 
search warrant, and started in quest of 
health. He wandered over Europe, 
tried the famous Carlsbad, and without 


Vil 


success. Returning to America he came 
West, stopping on the way at the Ar- 
kansas Hot Springs,—still no percepti- 
ble improvement in health. He finally 
got to El Paso de Robles, tried the 
mineral baths there, and found his 
health much improved. He made up 
his mind to stay, and so bought a home 
beautifully placed on a heavily wooded, 
oak-crowned hillside. | 

The house is of red brick, with a 
double veranda on three sides. It is 
built after the fashion of a Southern 
planter’s home. The following descrip- 
tion is from the diary of a recent visitor 
to El Paso de Robles. 

“T had heard of Doctor Robinson as 
one of the characters of the place, and 
so determined tosee him. I found him 
a genial, pleasant gentleman, well edu- 
cated, and an excellent conversational- 
ist, full of witty and pointed stories. 
The hill looked as though it were diffi- 
cult of access, but the Doctor had 


thought of that, and thereis along tun- 


nel cut in the hillside from the end of 
which steps lead up. 

“The last stairway leads into the 
garden, and a delightful garden it is. 
There is a large circular grape arbor 
covered with vines, from which hang 
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clusters of golden grapes. The floor is 
carpeted with fragrant English violets. 
I found in the garden quite a variety of 
fruits,—peaches, pears, apricots, prunes, 
pomegranates, nectarines, apples, cher- 
ries, blackberries, raspberries, strawber- 
ries, currants, grapes of many kinds, 
and a great profusion of flowers. Al- 
though it was not more than three or 
four years since the trees were set cut, 
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they had quantities of fruit,—#in fact 
some of the trees were quite overloaded. 

‘“‘T was invited into the house, and 
found there plenty of light and _ air. 
Doctor Robinson does not believe in 
curtains. The house is divided into 
two floors and each floor into two rooms 
with a hall directly through the center. 
The house is plainly furnished although 
the walls and ceilings have a decidedly 
original fresco. The doctor likes plenty 
of light and sunshine, so he leaves the 
doors always open, and gives the spiders 
and flies full sway, and the consequence 
is that they have frescoed the whole 
place with their webs.” 

One of the first business enterprises 
established at El] Paso de Robles was 
that of the Southern Pacific Milling 
Company, of which R. M. Shackelford 
is the manager. This company has a 
fine mill here, and pays cash for grain, 
carrying a full line of flour, mill feed, 
etc. Mr. Shackelford is also the mana- 
ger of the Salinas Valley Lumber Com-— 
pany. He has also identified himself 
largely with the interests of El Paso de 
Robles, and to prove his faith in its 
future he has cultivated a large orchard, 
the trees of which are pronounced by 
experts to be equal to any in the famous 
Santa Clara Valley. 


ALEXANDER HOTEL, BUILT BY E, A. STOWELL, 
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The Blackburn Block, also brick, late- 
ly completed, is quite an imposing build- 
ing, having on the corner at the top of 
the building a circular clock tower, with 
a clock that cost $800, which, with a 
pleasant sound, strikes out the hours of 
the day and night... The Bank of Paso 
Robles occupies the first floor on the 
corner. This institution was organized 
in November, 1888. It has a capital of 
$50,000, anda surplus of $10,000. R. E. 
Jack is the president, and D. Speyer, 
manager. It isa progressive institution, 


was a school carried on in the south end 
of what is now the residence of Rev. 


‘Robert Hunter, and presided over by 


Miss Abbie L. Green. She had twelve 
pupils, and bragged about it that her 
school had increased somewhat. Within 
five years three schoolhouses have been 
built and proved too small, so a school 
house, (the largest in the county,) that 
will accommodate three or four hundred 
more scholars, has been erected, at a 
cost of $25,000. This building, with all 
modern conveniences for the comfort 
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and its uniform policy is to encourage all 
enterprisesthat tendto buildup the town. 
It is the principal bank for a large 
region of country in and around Paso 
Robles, and under the conservative man- 
agement of old time residents has estab- 
lished a thriving and prosperous busi- 
ness. On the side of the building are the 
Postoffice, Wells, Fargo & Co’s Express 
and some others. Recently, another 
brick block has been added to this rap- 
idly increasing city, the Elliott Block, 
and so the work goes on. 

But what has been done for E] Paso 
de Robles in the line of education and 
religious improvements? In 1886 there 


and instruction of pupils, compares than 
favorably with any schoolhouse in towns 
of larger size in the Eastern States. 

The spiritual welfare of the city is 
well provided for, as there are six 
churches to attend to that part of its 
necessities, namely : Episcopal, Metho- 
dist, Baptist, Christian, Catholic, and 
American Zion (colored) ; all of them 
fairly well attended. 

We adapt from the San Francisco 
Chronicle, which has recently devoted 
several articles to this favored town of 
El] Paso de Robles, regarding a matter 
of much importance to the town, the 
water supply. 
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While it is true that both political and 
geographical conditions have combined 
to assure the prosperity of E] Paso de 
Robles, it does not follow that the best 
advantage of this circumstance can be 
had without expenditure of capital. The 
town is now laboring under a decided 
disadvantage, in not having an adequate 
supply of water for the use of its citi- 
zens. Right here, then, is presented a 
most tempting opportunity for invest- 
ment. The absolute necessity for an 
abundance of good, pure, wholesome 
water for domestic purposes is self-evi- 
dent. 

When the town began to grow, and it 
was seen that the permanency of the 
place was assured, several enterprising 
men, among them Messrs. Blackburn, 
James, and Shackelford, organized the 
Pasode Robles Water Company. As the 
venture at that stage of the city’s growth 
was to some extent experimental, they 
began operations in a very modest way. 
It seemed to them most feasible to sink 
wells in the Salinas River bottom, and 
pump the water to a reservoir, whence 
it might be distributed to the town. 

Considerable money was expended by 
the company in making experiments 


‘that yielded very unsatisfactory results. 


Finally, the works were in operation, 
but the demand exceeded the capacity 
of the-pumps, and the plant must be 
considerably increased if the present 
works are to be maintained as the chief 
source of supply. 

In a commercial way the venture was 
a profitable one, for the system pays at 
the rate of 6 per cent net on $84,000, al- 
though the investment was not much 
more than one quarter of that amount. 

The water that is now supplied, while 
adapted to domestic purposes, is not en- 
tirely satisfactory, and would not be 
very generally used if a better article 
was introduced. The most urgent ne- 
cessity, however, was not so much an 
improvement in the quality of the water 
as an increase in the supply. It was 


the two companies. 


also apparent that the water should be 
brought into town under such headway 
as would enable a supply to be furnished 
people who might desire to build on the 
more elevated heights. 3 

The most practicable way to meet this 
demand for more water was a question 
that interested not a few business men, 


who readily saw what a good thing the 


investment wouldbe. It had been known 
to the old settlers that in the Winteroll 
gulch, some four and a half miles from 
the town, there was always a stream of 
sweet, pure water, no matter how dry 
the season. This fact became known to 
E. P. Daniels of Stockton, and he at 
once began negotiations with Mrs. Win- 
teroll for the purchase of the water 
rights she possessed. He succeeded in 
securing an option on the property, and 
then had a survey made by. Engineer 
Barton. The engineer’s report was so 
highly satisfactory that Mr. Daniels at 
once organized the Crystal Springs Wa- 
ter Company, which was incorporated 
in San Joaquin County. The capital 
stock, amounting to $300,000, was at 
once subscribed. The directors of the 
company are E. P. Daniels, president 
and manager; J. C. Adkins, vice-presi- 
dent ; Hugh Adkins, secretary ; T. W. 
Hummel, treasurer; Jonathan Hugill. 
The company lost no time in purchas- 
ing Mrs. Winteroll’s property outright. 
_ Not desiring in any way to antagonize 
the men who own the present works, 
Mr. Daniels was authorized to open ne- 
gotiations looking to a consolidation of 
The question was 
a clean-cut business proposition, and yet 
could not be settled in a day, by any 
means. The directors of the Paso de 
Robles Company were by no means 
anxious tosell. Their property was pay- 
ing big money on the investment, and 
the income could be trebled by a com- 
paratively limited expenditure. Dan- 


iels, however, was persistent, and went 
right ahead, preparing to float the bonds 
of the Crystal Springs Company. This 


h 
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evidence of the determined purpose of 
the new company to build its works and 
bring water into town caused the Paso 
de Robles Company’s stockholders to 
consider the offer to buy them out. 

The fact that competition would per- 
haps cut down profits to a less than liv- 
ing figure was not very pleasant to con- 
template, and yet at the same time the 
stockholders were not over-anxious to 
sell. Fortunately for the town, the men 
who own the controlling stock saw that 
the best interests of the town seemed 
to demand that the new company be 
given a clear field for its operations. 
They finally gave an option that would 
reimburse them for their expenditures 
and allow a reasonable interest. 

Before it was known that outside cap- 
ital intended to take hold of the water 
question, there was some talk that it 
might be necessary for the town to in- 
cur a bonded indebtedness for the pur- 
pose of buiiding water works. The ne- 
cessity for more water was so urgent and 
pressing that it was feared a heavy debt 
would be inevitable to meet the exi- 
gency. There are so many other mat- 
ters that the city wishes to undertake, 
and which private capital would not be 


interested in, that it was with feelings 
of grave concern the water problem was 
discussed. It was with much satisfac- 
tion that the leading men of the town 
learned that they would not have to 
longer worry about the water supply, 
and that they might once forall dismiss 
the subject from their minds. 

The Crystal Springs Company now 
having before it no opposition whatever, 
and being sole owner of the only availa 
ble water shed, should have no difficulty 
in placing its bonds. It is proposed to 
issue bonds to the amount of $150,000. 
The company will make over its prop- 
erty in trust to secure the bonds, and all 
moneys will be received and disbursed 
by the trust company. As soon as the 
bonds are placed, active work of con- 
struction will be commenced. A con- 
crete dam will be built in the Winteroll 
gulch, capable of impounding 48,000,000 


‘gallons of water. The water will be 


piped to a distributing reservoir under a 
pressure of 265 feet. 

An attractive feature connected with 
the bonds is the fact that, unlike bonds 
issued in many other enterprises, they 
will bear interest from the date of issue, 
and not from the completion of the 
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works. In all probability the expense 
of purchasing the plant of the old com- 
pany, and constructing the dam, pipe 
line, reservoir, and distributing mains, 
will not exceed, at the utmost, $125,000. 
A very liberal estimate places the cost 
at $110,000. 

Mr. Daniels considers the Crystal 
Springs Company very fortunate in se- 
curing the option on the present water 
system, and also in enjoying the hearty 
good will of the community. Seldom 
has any venture been launched that has 
so certain and practical a value as at- 
taches to the Crystal Springs Com- 
pany’s enterprise. | 

Owing to the limited water supply, 
there has been as yet no opportunity for 
improving the grounds about the hotel 
by grass plats, flower beds, and other 
such features calculated to please the 
eye and regale all the senses with the 
beauty and fragrance of bright-hued and 
sweet-scented plants. This will be rem- 
edied, however, as soon as water can be 


brings a good price. 


had in the abundance needed for gar- 
dening. The climatic conditions are 
superior to Monterey, so far as flower- 
growing is concerned, and it is very cer- 
tain that Hotel E] Paso de Robles will. 
ere many more months have passed, be 
famed for the beauty of its gardens. 

As to the future of fruit culture in 
this vicinity there can be no doubt. It 
is no longer an experiment,—it is a set- 
tled fact, as evidenced by the number of 
orchards all round in every stage, from 
the planting to the bearing tree, and 
with such results as would satisfy the 
most skeptical. The prune grown here 
is fully equal to that of the Santa Clara 
product. The Bartlett pear in this sec- 
tion is late but of superior quality, and 
Peaches and al- 
monds do well. Figs can be grown in 
some localities, and this is also true of 
citrus fruits. In four years’ time any 
orchard will yield an income, and from 
that time the income increases as the 
trees grow older. 


| 
4 
2 * 3 
3 
. 
3 
¢ 
Le 
¥ 
4 
‘ 
. 
/ 


Through ** the Pass of Oaks.” xiit 


A reinarkable feature about the up- 
per Salinas valley is that it is free from 
fruit pests. The scale, aphis, and cod- 
lin moth, are unknown. As in all 
wooded countries, the borer is found 
here to some extent, but it never at- 
tacks a healthy tree, confining itself to 
trees that are sunburnt or in which the 
sap has soured. 

Now while the development in horti- 
culture in this section has been exten- 
sive, in reality only the smallest begin- 
ning has been made. The range of 
product is something remarkable, and 
every year a larger number of trees are 
being planted, and there may be seen 


EPISCOPAL CHURCH, EL PASO DE ROBLES, 


today in full bearing all the fruits that 
are grown anywhere in the State. Of 
course it is not to be understood that 
all do equally well. On the coast. side 
the apples and pears rank among the 
finest. On the hills the grape seems at 
home, and the choicest wine, raisin 
and table varieties are produced. But 
in the interior, right here upon this roll- 
ing land, the prune has come to stay. 
From Templeton to Atascadero, ina 
southeasterly direction, a distance of 
about seven miles, lies some of the fin- 
est land for fruit-growing that ever the 
sun shone on. Away past the old Mission, 
through parks of majestic oaks, over 
good roads all the year round, past acres 


and.acres of golden grain waving to and 
fro at every breath of wind, over hill 
and dale, a few small farms and orchards 
may be seen, all looking healthy and 
prosperous. At a distance of three 
miles from Templeton, at an elevation 
of.about 150 feet above Paso Robles, is 
the ranch of the Eureka Improvement 
Company. Four years ago this company 
bought the ranch. Mr.George M. Perine 
and Mr. S. Sussman, of San Francisco, 
represent the company. They deter- 
mined to try the experiment of fruit- 
raising, and planted out 185 acres in 
prunes, or nearly 18,000 trees. This vast 
orchard, as viewed from an elevation, is 
a thing of beauty and a joy for- 
ever, and has beyond a doubt 
exceeded their most sanguine ex- 
pectations ; the trees are now in 
their third year, and have a won- 
derful growth, showing beyond a 
question the care and attention 
that has been bestowed upon 
them, as there is scarcely a tree 
that does not show a growth of 
limb this season of four or five 
feet. 

There is a peculiarity about 
this section that renders it most 


favorable for fruit culture, that 


whatever the rainfall may be else- 

where there is always about six 
inches more through this belt, which 
gives it all the moisture it requires. 
Even now, at two inches below the sur- 
face, the soil has sufficient moisture to 
sustain any tree, besides several springs 
that are continually overflowing in many 
places. This orchard is beautifully laid 
out, with a view to subdividing it into 
five, ten, or twenty acre lots. Three 
broad avenues run parallel across the 
orchard, making it easy of access. On 
the top of the knoll is planted out a fam- 


ily orchard, composed of figs, cherries, 


peaches, apricots, olive, apple, and some 
ornamental trees. 

These tracts already under cultiva- 
tion and near to fruition are for sale to 
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suit purchasers. Mr. Thomas, the ge- 
nial superintendent, residing near Atas- 
cadero, will gladly and proudly show 
any one this delightful spot. It is truly 
a paradise, and any that may desire to 
invest for profit or for home would do 
well to investigate. 

To the traveler seeking recreation, 
the banker, the merchant, or clerk seek- 
ing rest, the invalid seeking health, the 
settler seeking a home, or the investor 
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covered the far-famed hot mud-bath of 
the Paso Robles. While the horses 
were being changed, I made my way to 
the main spring, eager to quaff a goblet 
of the “health-giving fountain.” I 
looked with profound pity on the men 
who had gathered around the dark-look- 
ing waters, till the place looked like the 
Pool of Siloam, when the angel was ex- 
pected to stir its waters. Here, the 
angel seems ever present. 
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seeking an opportunity to invest, E] 
Paso de Robles and vicinity offer oppor- 
tunities not easily found in other parts 
of the state. 

This article is not the first in which 
the OVERLAND has called attention to 
this San Luis Obispo country, as is 


witnessed by the following from an arti- 


cle by Josephine Clifford. in the — 
ber, 1871, number :— 

“Before reaching the hotel at the 
springs, my fellow-travelers pointed out 
to me a little red-wood building which 


“Not only those of ourown time and 
generation, who have tried its virtues, 
speak enthusiastically of it; but what 
speaks equally loud in its favor, is the 
fact that the clear-sighted padres of the 
Mission vegzme, and the old Indians and 
Californians, held it in high esteem.” 


The time has arrived when the South- 
ern Pacific railroad will soon complete 
the gap between Santa Margarita and 
Ellwood; “the completion of which will 
place Paso Robles on a footing with 
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San José, Sacramento, Oakland, and 
_various other Pacific Coast cities, as to 
shipping facilities to the East. It will 
also bring a very large travel this way, 
that now goes up through the San Joa- 


quin Valley. It will give better and 


quicker communication with San Fran- 
cisco and Los Angeles, so that the time 
of coming and returning can be reduced 
to two days or even less, if so desired, 
where now three have to be consumed. 

“There has also a survey been made 
for a standard gauge road from Paso 
Robles to Cayucos. That will doubtless 
be commenced and completed before the 
next wheatharvest. This isan enterprise 


in which a number of prominent busi- 
ness men are interested, and they will 
push matters for all they are worth. 
This road will also open up a large 
amount of new country, give short com- 
munication to deep water, and should 
materially lessen the freight on wheat 
to market, which will all redound to the 


benefit of Paso Robles and vicinity. 


‘‘ Before Paso Robles is another five 
years older it will be the county-seat of 
anew county. That of itself will vast- 
ly increase the power, wealth, and popu- 
lation, of that city. It is coming as 
surely as time rollsfon. The finger of 


Destiny points that way.” 
Kate C. Cress. 
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